Praxbind (idarucizumab) approved to reverse anticoagulant Pradaxa
Background:
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently announced that Boehringer Ingelheim had received
accelerated approval to begin marketing its new drug product Praxbind®1. Praxbind® is indicated for use in
patients who are taking the anticoagulant Pradaxa® during emergency situations when there is a need to reverse
the blood-thinning effects of Pradaxa®. In clinical studies the reversal effects of Praxbind® were evident within
minutes after administration of 5 grams of Praxbind®.2 Reversing the effect of Pradaxa® potentially exposes
patients to the risk of blood clots and stroke. The labeling for Praxbind® recommends patients resume their
anticoagulant therapy as soon as medically appropriate, as determined by their health care provider.1 The price
and anticipated release date for this new product is unknown at time of publication.

Impact to Our Customers:
Specialty medications were outside the top 10 drugs by both spend and utilization for claims within Healthcare
Solutions' book of business in 2014.3 Pradaxa® is one of the least utilized anticoagulants within Healthcare
Solutions’ book of business.4 It is unclear whether the release of Praxbind® will increase the utilization of Pradaxa®
over other anticoagulants like warfarin and enoxaparin. At the current time, impact of Praxbind® to our customers
is anticipated to be small due to the low utilization of Pradaxa® within our book of business.
Healthcare Solutions' Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee (P&T) will evaluate whether to recommend
coverage status of this medication in the future; at this time, however, the medication will require a prior
authorization on our drug formularies.
For questions regarding this eAlert or to learn more about our Clinical Rx Services please contact your dedicated
Account Executive.
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